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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the application 10/595,346 filed on 04/1 1/2006. 

2. As per the Preliminary Amendment filed on 04/1 1/2006, claims 1-7 were canceled; Claims 
8-14 have been added. Claims 8 and 1 1 are independent claims. Claims 1-14 are pending in 
this application 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Monteiro et al, 
(hereinafter "Monteiro"), U.S. Patent No. 6,434,622, issued on August 13, 2002. 

• Regarding claim 8, Monteiro teaches a method for monitoring the use of 
different multicast services (col. 3, lines 39-62), said multicast services provided by at least 
one content server as one multicast group for each service (col. 3, lines 18-37) in a 
multicast capable access network to which users of the multicast services are connected 
through network devices (col. 3, lines 39-63; Figs. 1 and 3-4), wherein the network devices 
comprise several ports and all users are connected to different ports (col. 3, lines 18-62), 
comprising the steps of: 

periodically retrieving directly from each network device (col. 3, lines 39-42; 
Control Servers 50 are responsible for keeping track of which Users are listening to which 
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channels; col. 3, lines 50-63; Administration Server is responsible for registering new 
Users, and maintaining audit logs for how many Users are listening to which channels and 
at which times), by a monitoring device that is not integrated in the multicast system (col. 
3, lines 1-48; Control Server are responsible for keeping track of which Users are listening 
to which channels, whereas Media Servers forward information stream to Users), 
information identifying which multicast groups are being forwarded through which ports in 
the network devices (col. 3, lines 39-42; Control Servers 50 are responsible for keeping 
track of which Users are listening to which channels; col. 3, lines 50-63; Administration 
Server is responsible for registering new Users, and maintaining audit logs for how many 
Users are listening to which channels and at which times); 

storing the information retrieved (col. 3, lines 50-63; Administration Server is 
responsible for registering new Users, and maintaining audit logs for how many Users are 
listening to which channels and at which times); and, 

evaluating the information to achieve a measure of the use of the different 
multicast services (col. 4, lines 1-4; the control architecture represents a second scalable 
system integrated with the distribution architecture for managing and administering the 
delivery of that information). 

• Regarding claim 9, Monteiro teaches the method according to claim 8, wherein 
the access network is an Ethernet access network (col. 4, lines 48-55; col. 5, lines 44-47; 
col. 6, lines 18-23; the Media Servers can translate the incoming packets into broadcast or 
multicast packet for transmission on the local network; Only a single packet is transmitted 



Application/Control Number: 10/595,346 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2137 

at-a-time on the local network and any computer directly connected to the local network 
can receive that packet). 

• Regarding claim 10, Monteiro teaches the method according to claim 8, 
wherein said step of periodically retrieving comprises using different paths than the 
multicast services use in the network for the retrieving of said information from the 
network devices (col. 3, lines 1-48; Control Server are responsible for keeping track of 
which Users are listening to which channels, whereas Media Servers forward information 
stream to Users). 

• Regarding claim 1 1, Monteiro teaches a monitoring device connected to a 
multicast capable access network for monitoring the use of different multicast services (col. 
3, lines 39-62) which are provided by at least one content server as one multicast group for 
each service (col. 3, lines 18-37) in the access network to which users of the multicast 
services are connected through network devices (col. 3, lines 39-63; Figs. 1 and 3-4), 
wherein the network devices comprise several ports and all users are connected to different 
ports, and wherein it is not integrated as a part in the multicast system (col. 3, lines 18-62), 
comprising: 

retrieving means adapted to periodically retrieve, directly from the network 
devices, information about which multicast groups are being forwarded through which 
ports in the network devices (col. 3, lines 39-42; Control Servers 50 are responsible for 
keeping track of which Users are listening to which channels; col. 3, lines 50-63; 
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Administration Server is responsible for registering new Users, and maintaining audit logs 
for how many Users are listening to which channels and at which times); and, 

storing means connected to the retrieving means and adapted to store the 
information (col. 3, lines 50-63; Administration Server is responsible for registering new 
Users, and maintaining audit logs for how many Users are listening to which channels and 
at which times). 

• Regarding claim 12, Monteiro teaches the monitoring device according to claim 
11, further comprising an evaluating means connected to said storing means, said 
evaluating means adapted to evaluate said information to achieve a measure of the use of 
the different multicast services (col. 4, lines 1-4; the control architecture represents a 
second scalable system integrated with the distribution architecture for managing and 
administering the delivery of that information). 

• Regarding claim 13, Monteiro teaches the monitoring device according to claim 
1 1 , further comprising a timer connected to the retrieving means, said timer adapted to 
periodically indicate to the retrieving means that it is time to retrieve the information from 
the network devices (col. 3, lines 39-42; Control Servers 50 are responsible for keeping 
track of which Users are listening to which channels; col. 3, lines 50-63; Administration 
Server is responsible for registering new Users, and maintaining audit logs for how many 
Users are listening to which channels and at which times). 

• Regarding claim 14, Monteiro teaches the monitoring device according to claim 
1 1 , wherein it is adapted to be connected to an Ethernet access network (col. 4, lines 48-55; 
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col. 5, lines 44-47; col. 6, lines 18-23; the Media Servers can translate the incoming 
packets into broadcast or multicast packet for transmission on the local network; Only a 
single packet is transmitted at-a-time on the local network and any computer directly 
connected to the local network can receive that packet). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. US 2002/0188746 by Drosset et al. 
U.S. Patent No. US 5,886,643 to Diebboll et al. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luu Pham whose telephone number is 571-270-5002. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel L. Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
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217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Luu Pham/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2137 
/Emmanuel L. Moise/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2137 



